
Excerpts from 
Senior Scholarship 
Essays

“…there is nothing more peaceful 
and beautiful than watching the 
sunset from Tibbetts Point.  …I 
find something so comforting and 
soothing there.”

“The lighthouse is sentimental 
and nostalgic for me and my 
childhood, but it is also a huge 
part of our community.”

“The lighthouse symbolizes 
strength, safety, and individuality.  
Strength and safety for the 
community while representing 
individuality for me.”

“The Tibbetts Point Lighthouse 
has and will forever be a way that 
I define my home.”

“The lighthouse isn’t just a 
historic monument, it’s a symbol 
of light, promise, and potential.”

“We need to keep the lighthouse 
safe to preserve our memories as 
a community.”

Tibbetts’  Tibbetts’  
 Tidbits Tidbits

A Publication of Tibbetts Point Lighthouse Historical Society
~ Founded 1988 ~

Fall 2021Fall 2021

Box 683
Cape Vincent, NY 13618

www.tibbettspointlighthouse.org

 This year at Tibbetts Point Lighthouse was, in a word, great! There were almost 
10,000 visitors from the US and 15 foreign countries, and events were well attended 
and enjoyed. A photo workshop with photojournalist Dick Brown was added to the list 
of sponsored activities. Next year, even more fun happenings could be scheduled. The 
revamping and updating of the Gift Shop will lead to new merchandise, and the website 
(tibbettspointlighthouse.org) and Facebook presence is spreading the word to more 
people every day.

 The focus of Tibbetts Point 
Lighthouse Historical Society is 
always on the future. What can be 
done today to assure the lighthouse 
stands well into the next century?  
Will there be leaders to emerge 
from today’s youth and continue the 
work begun over three decades ago? 
Indications are very positive.  

 Scholarship essays written by seniors at Thousand Islands Central School revealed 
a glimpse of their thoughts about the 
lighthouse.  

 The passion and connection expressed 
in their thoughts are encouraging. 
Our work will not be in vain; the next 
generation will take responsibility and 
carry forth Shirley Hamblen’s mission 
set in 1988. “Teach your children well…
and feed them on your dreams”. (lyrics 
by Graham Nash)  There is hope for our 
future!  

HHope ope for thefor the  FFutureuture

Tibbetts Point Lighthouse Society’s float in 
Cape Vincent’s 2021 French Festival Parade.

Dick Brown teaching the students who attended 
his photo workshop at the lighthouse.



BBoard of TTrustees

President
Michael Cougler

Vice President
Open

Treasurer
Deb Suller

Secretary
Sally Williams

Sharon Clark 
Dona Cullen

Patty Hartmuller
Dave Maier
Jana Powell

Sandra Rippeteau
John Tucker

GGift SShop MManagers

Sharon Clark 
and Dona Cullen

PPoints of oints of   LLightight  

 The beacon of our lighthouse is visible for 16 miles helping vessels navigate the lake and 
river. At Tibbetts Point, we actually have several points of light whose reach extends much 
farther. Our  volunteer force, our points of light, send knowledge and good will by answering 
questions, giving information, telling stories, and making our visitors feel welcome in our 
Visitors Center. Guests leave with a little more knowledge, maybe a souvenir, and memories 
of a beautiful place to which they want to return.

 Experience is a valuable commodity that is sometimes overlooked or dismissed in 
today’s society. We are so fortunate to have two gentlemen who have been involved in 
Tibbetts Point Lighthouse Historical Society for well over twenty years. Jack Ross came 
to the lighthouse to become a volunteer with his wife and his sister, and he found his 
passion.  He loved telling people the history of the two lighthouses that have been on the 
point and guiding those who came on tour busses. One day, (former Board President) Joe 
Dudek approached Jack about needing another trustee on the Board.  Jack said sure, “and 
the next thing you know, it was 15 years later!” His favorite part about being involved with 
volunteering at the lighthouse was “being up there with the people!” He has fond memories 
of meeting people from all over the world.

 John Tucker has been on our Board of Trustees 
since 1996. During that time, he has served as both 
treasurer and president. He thinks one of his most 
valuable contributions is that he has rolled every 
quarter that has come out of the telescope! We disagree, 
as John is a priceless asset in keeping us focused on 
proper procedure and the history of the organization. 
He remembers when the Gift Shop sold 12 items and 
used a cashbox and notebook to record sales. Now we 
take credit cards and have a variety of products. We all 
agree with John’s view that our lighthouse is a unique 
experience that we enjoy sharing with the world.

 While Jack and John are treasured holders of our history, this year brought two of the 
youngest volunteers. Nine-year olds, Kainen Mooring and Sarah Winterton worked in the 
Gift Shop with their relatives: Kainen worked with his grandfather Mike Cougler, and Sarah 
helped her great-aunt Sally Williams. Over the course of many weeks, the two educated 
visitors about the lighthouse. “It was a great help knowing Sarah would engage with the 
guests when I was busy at the register,” said Sarah’s aunt. “She was a natural, and we are 
very proud of her.” Hopefully, these two will develop a passion for the lighthouse and 

continue the work the TPLHS started 
in 1988. They are off to a great start!

 Like a mosaic, each volunteer brings 
his or her own color to the experience 
that is Tibbetts Point. If you think 
you would like to join our volunteer 
force and become one of our points 
of light, we are always happy to 
add another. Send us an email at 
tibbettspointlighthouse@gmail.com 
for more information. 

 John Tucker (on left) and Jack Ross

Young volunteers from left: Sarah Winterton 
and Kainen Mooring,  Also pictured is their friend 
Alexis Fayette.



MMemorialsemorials  
Lighthouses are a passion for many people. They love the meaning of a lighthouse; we’ve 
all needed a beacon sometime in our lives. Tibbetts Point Lighthouse is that beacon to 
many of us.  The following people are remembered by loved ones and friends as having 
a close relationship with our lighthouse. May their Light Ever Shine! 

CContributionsontributions  
When the Tibbetts Point Lighthouse 
Historical Society was founded in 1988, 
its purpose was to maintain the integrity 
of the lighthouse and foghorn building 
and educate future generations on the 
importance of our lighthouse and its place 
in the history of the area. Today, we try 
not only to honor that commitment but to 
go further by promoting the beauty and 
serenity of the lighthouse and grounds. 
Good intentions and passion are not 
enough to ensure upkeep. The following 
people are some who help us reach 
our goals everyday by donating to our 
lighthouse. Your support is our lifeline; 
thank you!
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Michael Cougler awarding 2021 
TPLHS Scholarships to seniors at 

Thousand Islands Central

DDid id YYou ou KKnow?now?
•  In June 2021, Tibbetts Point Lighthouse 

Historical Society awarded two scholarships 
to seniors at Thousand Islands Central School.  
This year’s winners were Alexander Davis and 
Lauren Rupp.

•	On	 Labor	Day,	 our	 annual	 raffle	winner	was	
drawn. Judi Long, of Wellesley Island and 
Houston, Texas, won a beautiful Tibbetts Point 
afghan and matching pillow.

• There are many items in our museum/gift 
shop that have been donated over the years. 
This summer a family discovered quite by 
accident that an old Coast Guard life jacket 
was donated by a relative. When Rocco Rhone, of Salisbury, Maryland, was 
examining	 the	ancient	 life	 jacket	filled	with	pieces	of	wood	 for	buoyancy,	his	
mother read the card giving Charles Countryman the credit for the donation. 
Seems Mr. Countryman is Joe’s great-grandfather! You never know what treasures 
await in our shop!!
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CONTRIBUTION FORM
Enclosed is my contribution of $  (suggested $15 minimum)

Name  Date 

Address 

City  State  Zip 

Telephone 
MEMORIAL FUND: a tribute to departed loved ones.

Each name is permanently a part of the Tibbetts Point Lighthouse Memorial Roster. 

❒  In memory of ,  I am enclosing my memorial contribution of
($25 minimum)  $  to the Memorial Fund.

An acknowledgement card will be sent honoring your loved one to:

Address 

City  State  Zip 
Payable by check or money order if mailed to:

TIBBETTS POINT LIGHTHOUSE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. Box 683 • Cape Vincent, NY 13618
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